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Abstract  
This study examines errors in 60 essays written by 60 students. The participants are class three 

students who are studying at a secondary school in Owerri North; 27 male and 33 female. 

They have experienced approximately the same number of years of education through primary 

and secondary education in Imo State. All of the participants come from non-English speaking 

background and hardly communicate in English outside the school. The instrument used for 

this study was participants’ written essays and Marked by some English teachers of the 

school. All of the errors in the essays were identified and classified into various 

categorizations. The results of the study show that six most common errors committed by the 

participants were singular/plural form, verb tense, word choice, preposition, subject-verb 

agreement and word order. These aspects of writing in English pose the most difficult 

problems to participants. This study has shed light on the manner in which students internalize 

the rules of the target language, which is English. Such an insight into language learning 

problems is useful to teachers because it provides information on the common trouble-spots in 

language learning which can be used in the preparation of effective teaching materials.  

 

Keywords: Error analysis, agreement, second language, teaching, and 

strategy. 

 

Introduction 

    Despite the importance of English language to the educational attainment of the 

learner, many students are still not able to read and write in the acceptable language. This 

shortfall has been attributed to the method of teaching the language. Omole (2008) asserted 

that the knowledge of English exhibited by many primary and secondary school teacher is 

indeed appalling, be it in spelling, grammar or pronunciations. Yet English language teaching 

is an aspect of teaching that is the responsibility of teacher in school. 

Teaching is an act or practice of giving instruction to another person. Clark and Starr 

(1970) as cited in Izuagba (2004) stated that teaching is an effort aimed at helping people to 

acquire some skills, attitude, knowledge, ideas and appreciation. In another she adds that any 

actions geared towards enabling an individual or individual not just pupils to acquire and 

utilize skills, attitude, knowledge, especially the positive skills, that will make them to be 

productive and useful citizens of the nation is referred to as teaching. For teaching therefore, 

to be successful, it has to be planned; activity based, follows a logical sequence, result from 

resourcefulness on the part of the teachers and relates to learner’s practical experiences in 

life.  

Languages are used to express everyday practical experiences of the user. That is why 

language are said to be culturally related, and users strive to be familiar with their various 

skills especially with the mastering of the listening, speaking, and reading and writing skills. 

Nigeria, like some other African countries is a plural,   multi- ethnic society where several 

languages co-exist. This resulted in the use of English language as the country’s lingual 

Franca and the official language of administration Oroho (2011). It is also a language of 

instruction in schools and evaluation of students in both internal and external examination. 



2 
 
Nigeria Academic Forum, Volume 28 No. 1, August, 2021.  ISSN: 1596-3306 

The school curriculum also provides for the teaching of English language from pupils first 

day in school, believing that the child will be exposed early to the manipulative skills of the 

language (Oruwari, 2014).  

The earlier predominant idea that mother (MT) Tongue interference is the only source 

of learners’ problem in second language situation (L2) is giving way to the fact that there 

could be other sources. Children learning their native tongue make plenty of error and this is 

a natural part of language acquisition process. As they get feedback from adults, the learn 

how to produce grammatical and semantically accepted sentence in their native language. It is 

inevitable that all learners make mistake and commit errors. However, errors can be impeded 

through realizing the errors and operating on them according to the feedback given.  

 

What is Error Analysis? 

“There is an Italian proverb ‘Sbagliando simpara’ (We can learn through our 

errors)…making mistakes can indeed be regarded as an essential part of learning.”(Norrish 

1983). Brown (2002) affirms that language learning, like any other human learning is a 

process that involves the making mistakes. In order to understand the process of L2 learning, 

the mistakes a person made in the process of constructing a new system of language should 

be analysed carefully. Here we can give the definition of EA as a process based on analysis of 

learners’ errors.  

Error in language teaching and learning context is the grammatical, spelling, 

punctuation or phonological blunder second language user commits without knowing that he 

has done so. However, there is a link between attitude and the underlying errors. In language 

teaching, the language teacher’s attitude to error is of crucial importance and it should be 

noted that noting undermines a learner’s confidence as making a series of derogatory 

comments on his language performance. 

Error analysis enables teachers to find out the sources of errors and take pedagogical 

precautions towards them. Thus, the analysis of learner’s language has become an essential 

need to overcome some questions and propose solutions regarding different aspects. It is an 

important teaching tool because the concern of every teacher is to minimize the error 

committed by his students in expression and writing Thus, helping them to communicate 

effectively in the target language.  

 

Causes of Errors 

1. Overgeneralization Or Over-Application of Grammatical Rules 

Overgeneralization occurs when children start acquiring some knowledge of 

mophology and syntax.  For example, because the learner has been taught verb tenses and to 

change to the past tense and participle he should add “ed” or to change some nouns from 

singular to plural he should ad “s” “es” “ies”. As a result, in using these language items he 

produces these erroneous structures.  

a) I comed to school yesterday  

b) I teared the book  

c) My mother buyed banana for me 

d) These are many people in my home 

e) The keies are on the table 
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2. Complex nature of English (L2)    

English language is such that there is no one to one correspondence between its sound 

and their graphic representation. This means that many English words are not pronounced 

according to their spelling and this has become a source of problems for learner. These errors 

arise because of the illogicality and inconsistency in rule application example:  

[f]  as in phensic, physics, enough  

[>:]    = as in raw, cause, short  

Similarly, there are words in the target language which have identical sounds but differ in 

forms and meaning for example. Pass: 

a) Please, pass the plate to me  

b) To pass the examination is my target  

c) We sang to pass time  

d) I saw the procession pass by  

Well  

a. Investing on land acquisition is money well spelt  

b. You did well, to sell when the price was high  

c. She got the water from a well.  

 

Mother Tongue Interference:  

Learners of L2 often encounter problems with some vowels and consonants of English 

and as such, tend to substitute with the nearest vowel and consonant sounds of these sounds 

that are absent in their language (L1). Tiffen (2001) says that the African learner is so 

conditioned by the speech habits of his mother tongue that he rarely hears the strange sound 

of a new language let alone produce then. Example then is pronounced den. While Thank is 

pronounced tank.  

Secondly, This occurs when the grammatical rules and structural pattern of the child’s 

mother tongue (l1) intrudes in speakers use of the (l2) and since no two language share similar 

grammatical systems and structure pattern, errors are bound to occur especially when the 

second language user transfer the pattern of his (L1). to L2 , these error will occur because he 

thinks in his first language and translates his thought in English resulting in transliteration 

and the realization of the following erroneous sentences types with example from Igbo 

language. 

a) I am going to market with my leg  = ejim ukwunm aga ahia  

b) We ate in one hotel = anyi riri nri n’out hotel  

c) Enter the house  = ba ye na uno  

d) The water is running =  miri na agba  

e) I am seeing you  = ana m ahu gi 

Grammatical interference also occurs when you omit the function words e.g. 

 Majority voted him. 

Using mass noun in plural form. E.g. 

1. My father bought funitures yesterday 

2. He packed his lugages yesterday     
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The syllabic structure of English 

Unlike in the English language where there are consonant clusters. Most Nigerian 

languages do not have clusters. Vowels in L1 usually follow consonant or vice versa. Where 

such clusters occur in the target language (L2) the learner unconsciously introduces an 

intrusive vowel before pronouncing the next consonant thus ;  bottle is realised as botulu  

School as sukulu,   community as cominity,  church as chochi.  

 

Variety of English in Nigerian  

Nigeria as a multi-ethnic society has witnessed a lot of varieties in the English 

language aside from the Standard English and as noted by Odumoh (2001), such varieties are 

introduced by Americans, Indians and other non-Nigerian users of the language. The 

Nigerian learner is thus faced with the problem of how to handle these varieties in addition to 

the different varieties of English he is exposed to in school. This result to the use of the 

Pidgin English as a popular variety which originally emerged as a result of the contact 

between European language and the Nigeria languages. This implies that an average Nigerian 

who uses Pidgin English may experience some levels of transfer from pidgin to the target 

language.  

 

Teacher as Poor Models: 

The learning of a second language takes place in the classroom and in this situation 

the teacher could be the only model the learner has. Besides, in our linguistic environment 

most of the pupils come from homes where English is not used in interaction as such almost 

all that the learner knows of the target language comes from the teacher and this has a lot of 

implication. If the model (teacher) is deficient in his knowledge of the target language which 

he either teaches or uses in teaching, the learner internalizes the erroneous structure or faulty 

speech habits of the teacher. The result of this is that the learner constantly commits errors in 

his L2 which are never corrected and assured to him to be the correct forms. 

 

The Relevance of Error Analysis 

Following the facts from the causes of error among secondary language learners, the 

relevance of error analysis in teacher education cannot be over emphasized. The following 

represent some of the relevance of this concept in language teaching and learning: 

1. It equips the teacher with information on how the learner processes the data made available 

to him and how he tests the hypotheses formulated based on the data. 

2. This makes the teacher to be linguistically supportive to the learner by providing cognitive 

feedback which will make the learner succeed in establishing closer approximation of the 

target language. 

 3. Data emanating from analysis of errors of learner provides researcher the much needed 

evidence of the strategies adopted by learners in processing language data 

 

Statement of the Problem 

English occupies the status of a L2 in the Nigerian education system in both primary 

and secondary schools. However, learning English as a L2 is not an easy task. According to 
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Brown (2000), in order to master the English language, learners have to be adequately 

exposed to all of the four basic skills, namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Language teaching in this country is currently focusing on the teaching and learning of the 

four language skills. However, the standard of English among Nigerian children is on the 

decline despite learning English for several years. Nigerian students are still weak in English, 

especially in their writing skills. They still seem to commit errors in all aspects of language. 

Studies on written works of Nigerian ESL learners have shown that their writings are 

full of mistakes. Lim Ho Peng (1976) stated that there are several general types of recurrent 

errors in learners such as spelling mistakes, wrong use of prepositions, confusing use of 

structural verbs, concord and tenses. Similar, Vahdatinejad (2018) found that students 

committed errors in tenses, word choices and prepositions. According to James (2004) errors 

in writing such as tenses, prepositions and weak vocabulary are the most common and 

frequent type of errors that are committed by learners. Since grammar is seen only as a means 

to an end, some learners tend to re-emphasize its importance and in the process, they make 

many more errors. The learners usually face difficulties in learning the grammatical aspects 

of the Target Language (TL), such as in subject-verb agreement, the use of preposition, 

articles and the use of correct tense.  

Such errors can be seen clearly in the learners’ written performance (Nik Safiah 

1978). The problems that the students are bound to encounter would be weak vocabulary, 

inappropriate use of grammar in sentences etc. Thus, rekindling interest in the area of learner 

errors can be considered a timely move. Teachers who can analyze and treat errors effectively 

are better equipped to help their students become more aware of their errors. 

The use of Error Analysis (EA) and appropriate corrective techniques can aid 

effective learning and teaching of English, also errors made by learners help the teacher to 

determine the progress make by learners as well as identify their areas of language need 

Njoku and Izuagba (2004). It is understood that learning a FL is a gradual process, during 

which mistakes are to be expected in all stages of learning. Mistakes will not disappear 

simply because they have been pointed out to the learner, contrary to what some language 

learners and teachers believe (Ferris, 2002). 

In fact making mistakes is a natural process of learning and must be considered as 

part of cognition. As a result, errors must be viewed positively. Teachers have to recognize 

that “learning ability varies from person to person”. In addition, “all language learning is 

based on continual exposure, hypothesizing and, even with the correct hypothesis, testing and 

reinforcing the ideas behind them” (Bartholomae, 1980: 97). Therefore, EA is the best tool 

for describing and explaining errors made by speakers of other languages. By investigating 

students’ written work, it will provide a means to help Nigerian teachers to recognize the 

importance of errors as one of the challenging areas in teaching English. 

 

Objective of the Study 

This lends to the objective of the study, which is to investigate the types of errors 

made by Class four students in their written work. The study sought to answer the following 

research question:  

Research Question:  

What are the six most common errors that students make in their essays? 
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Methodology 

Location 

The location of the study was a secondary school in Owerri North LGA, which is 

approximately 27 kilometers away from the capital territory. The school runs in two teaching 

sessions, namely the morning and afternoon.  

 

Participants  

60 Class Three students participated in this study. All of them had their primary 

education in state primary schools, in which Igbo was the medium of instruction. English was 

taught as an additional subject within the school curriculum. The respondents are from Class 

3 Red and Class 3 Blue classes comprising of 27 boys and 33 girls. In class 3 Red, there are a 

total of 31 participants, consisting of 17 boys and 14 girls. In class Class 3 Blue, there are a 

total of 29 participants, consisting of 10 boys and 19 girls. All of the participants have 

experienced approximately the same number of 10 years of the education through the nursery 

and primary education system. All of the respondents speak Igbo at home except for one 

student who speaks English at home. 

 

Background of Teachers and Students 

There are altogether 134 teachers in the school where 54 of them are teaching in the 

afternoon and 80 of them are teaching in the morning. Out of this, there are 15 teachers who 

teach English. Three of them hold a Masters degree and 12 of them a degree in English 

Language. There are about 3,000 students from other classes until Form six. 

 

Procedure 

All of the 60 participants were administered a writing assignment that involved essay 

writing. They were required to write a report entitled “Cleanliness of the school compound” 

within a period of 60 minutes and a minimum of 150-200 words. This essay is a guided 

writing. In the report they were asked to include specific details in their responses. All 60 

essays were marked by English teacher in the secondary school. After that, the three steps of 

EA specified by Corder (2003) were followed to analyse the errors 

Collection of sample errors 

Identification of errors 

Description of errors 

 

Instruments 

The main source of data used to find answers to the research question was the written 

essays of 60 participants of the selected school. The essays were marked and the errors in the 

essays were analyses by English teachers. Error statistics were compiled and included at the 

end of each essay paper. 

 

Results 

Table 1 shows the analysis of errors based on type of error, number of errors, 

percentage and mean values of errors committed by the participants. 
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Table 1: Analysis of Errors 

Item Type of Error No. of errors Percentage (%) Mean 

1 Singular/Plural Form 412 13.3 5.60 

2 Verb Tense 346 11.2 4.80 

3 Word Choice 325 10.5 4.51 

4 Preposition 288 9.3 4.00 

5 Subject/Verb Agreement 217 7.0 3.01 

6 Word Order 215 7.0 2.00 

7 Article 211 6.8 2.98 

8 Missing Space 178 5.8 2.47 

9 Word Form 170 5.5 2.36 

10 Spelling 150 4.9 2.08 

11 Verb Form 145 4.2 1.79 

12 Capitalization 129 4.2 1.79 

13 Wrong/Misused Word 124 4.0 1.60 

14 Missing word 102 3.3 1.33 

15 Redundancy 78 2.5 1.08 

 Total 2790 100.0  

 

Taking the mean values of errors, the results show that six most common errors that 

the 

participants made were in Singular/Plural Form (5.60), Verb Tense (4.80), followed by Word 

Choice (4.51), Preposition (4.00), Subject-Verb Agreement (3.01) and Word Order (2.99). 

The six most common errors and examples of errors from the corpus are shown in Table 2. 

The next noticeable error was Article errors (2.93) while Missing Space and Word 

Form were 2.47 and 2.36 respectively. Next were Spelling (2.08) and Verb Form (2.01). 

Other errors that amounted to less than 2.00 were Capitalization (1.79), Wrong/Misused 

Word (1.60), Missing Word (1.33) and Redundancy (1.08). 

 

Table 2: Most Common Errors and Examples of Errors 

Definition and Error 

classification 

Identification of errors Correct sentences and 

explanation of rule 

1. Singular/Plural 

 

 

 

 

A mistake with number 

(singular and plural) 

1. Another problem is 

insufficient number of 

rubbish binSing/Plu around 

the compound compound.  

2. This is because the 

students always throw 

tissues, plastic bagSing/Plu, 

tissue wrapperSing/Plu and 

bottleSing/Plu in the drain. 

3. it leads to many other 

problemSing/Plu 

1. Another problem is 

insufficient number of rubbish 

bins around the compound 

compound.  

2. This is because the students 

always throw tissues, plastic 

bags, tissue wrappers and 

bottles in the drain  

3. it leads to many other 

problems 
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2. Verb Tense 

 

 

a) A mistake 

with the verb tense 

 

 

1. We, the members of the 

cleanliness club of Amakohia 

Comprehensive Secondary 

School conduct VTense a 

meeting. 

2. The plates and glasses are 

very oily and dirty because 

not washes VTense properly. 

3. The members of the 

cleanliness club of Amakohia 

Comprehensive Secondary 

School havingVTense a 

meeting 

1. We, the members of the 

cleanliness club of Amakohia 

Comprehensive Secondary 

School conducted a meeting. 

2. The plates and glasses are 

very oily and dirty because not 

washed properly.   

3. The members of the 

cleanliness club of Amakohia 

Comprehensive Secondary 

School had a meeting. 

 

Verb Tense 

 

b) Inappropriate 

verb construction 

 

 

1.They are owing VTense us a 

good service.  

2. So many dirty plates and 

glasses are serves tVTense 

3. The members of the 

cleanliness club of Amakohia 

Comprehensive Secondary 

School havingVTense a 

meeting 

'Owe' is a sativa verb and does 

not require the -ing participle  

1. They owe us a good service 

2. So many dirty plates and 

glasses are given. 

3. The members of the 

cleanliness club of Amakohia 

Comprehensive Secondary 

School had a meeting 

3. Word Choice 1. Not washing and sweeping 

the flour Wchoice everyday 

makes the floor dirty 

2. The workers should keep 

the compound clean and 

healthy.WChoice 

3. This is due to the 

irresponsible attitude of the 

compound staff.WChoice 

1. Not washing and sweeping 

the floor everyday makes the 

floor dirty. 

2. The workers should keep the 

compound clean and safe. 

3.This is due to the 

irresponsible attitude of the 

compound workers 

 

4. Preposition 

 

1. So many dirty plates and 

glasses can be 

seeneverywhere 

atPreposition the school 

compound 

2. The food to cater 

toPreposition the students 

during recess are not enough  

3. As the secretary 

atPreposition the club I have 

been assigned to write report 

1. So many dirty plates and 

glasses can be seeneverywhere 

aroundPreposition the school 

compound 

2. The food to cater for recess 

are not enough 

3. As the secretary 

ofPreposition the club I have 

been assigned to write report 

 

5. Subject-Verb 

Agreement 

1. A large number of students 

is S/VAgreementsick. 

A large number' refers to more 

than one person, i.e. plural 
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Wrong combination 

of subject and verb 

2. We need to be careful 

because it 

dealingS/Vagreement with 

health. 

3. The dirts always stick in 

the food that the students 

S/Vagreement are Eating. 

4. It causes fights because 

there are no chairs to 

sitsS/VAgreement 

 

subject and requires plural verb 

'are': 

1. 'A large number of students 

are sick'. 

2. We need to be careful 

because it deals with Health 

3. The dirts always stick in the 

food that the students eat 

4. It causes fights because there 

are no chairs to sit. 

6. Word Order 

Disordering/Inversion 

of subject and verb 

1. We don't know why are we 

Order facing these problems. 

2. Dirty kitchen area is 

another 

problem Order  

3. Although in the compound, 

number of rubbish bins Order 

are not enough 

 

Subject-verb inversion (why 

are we facing) in 

the interrogative but inversion 

ruled out in the 

form of statement (why we 

are): 

1.I don't know why we are 

facing these Problems 

2. Another problem is dirty 

kitchen area 

3. Although the number of 

rubbish bins in the compound, 

WOrder are not enough 

           Oruwari, (2014). 

 

Findings: 

Singular and Plural Form 

Some of the participants did not know that the plural form using the suffix‘s’ must be 

applied to the countable plural noun. A possible reason for the failure to construct plural noun 

forms probably because in Igbo, there is no plural marker for a noun. However, for some 

participants, they have already hypothesized that English nouns have plural and singular 

forms. However, they were not sure when they should apply the plural form. When the 

subject was in the singular form they applied the plural form to the noun as shown in the 

examples belown (Njoku and Izuagba 2004).: 

1. One of the main problemsSing/Plu is the dirty plates and plastic glasses used 

2. They eats and drinksSing/Plu and just leave on the table 

3. The benches and chairs for the students to sit is Sing/Plu not enough 

 

Verb Tense 

Wrong application of verb tense can be seen when the participants did not apply the 

correct tense to the verb in the sentences. It can be assumed that some of the participants are 

not aware of the different rules for tenses application. The use of some suffixes like ‘ing’ and 

past tense forms showed that these participants are aware of the rules on different tenses 
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application and they have already hypothesized that these verbs needed to be used with 

different tense forms and should not be used in the basic form. 

This is because some verbs written using different tenses forms are not written in the 

basic form of the verb. For example, the sentence ‘I waiting for my food’ could be written in 

the basic form ‘I am waiting for my food’. This shows that they acknowledged the ‘ing’ form 

but they were not sure of the complete past continuous tense forms and application in the 

English sentence. 

The suffix ‘ing’ applied is not relevant to the context given because the context 

required verb to be written in the past tense form instead. This information revealed that the 

different tenses rules application was not formed but they have already hypothesized that 

these tenses forms exists in English grammar. Examples of wrong application of verb tense 

are shown below  (James 2004). 

1. We, the members of the cleanliness club of Amakohia Comprehensive Secondary 

SchoolconductVTense a meeting. 

2. The plates and glasses are very oily and dirty because not washesVTense properly. 

3. The members of the cleanliness club of Amakohia Comprehensive Secondary 

SchoolhavingVTense a meeting 

 

Word Choice 

Participants lack appropriate vocabulary. One participant used the word ‘flour’ instead of 

‘floor’ in sentence no. 1. Another participant uses the word ‘healthy’ instead of ‘safe’ in 

sentence no. 2. While the third participant used the word ‘staff’ instead of ‘workers’ in 

sentence no. 3.1. 1. Not washing and sweeping the flour WChoice everyday makes the floor 

dirty (Brown, 2002). 

2. The workers should keep the compound clean and healthy.WChoice 

3. This is due to the irresponsible attitude of the compound staff.WChoic 

 

Preposition 

The participants demonstrated confusion for correct usage of preposition. In sentence no. 1 

the correct preposition is ‘around’ rather than ‘at’. In sentence no. 2, the preposition ‘for’ 

should have been used While the preposition ‘of’ should have been used in sentence no. 3. 

(Ferris, (2002). 

1. So many dirty plates and glasses can be seen everywhere atPreposition the school 

compound 

2. The food to cater toPreposition the students during recess are not enough 

3. As the secretary atPreposition the club I have been assigned to write report 

 

Subject-Verb Agreement 

‘A large number’ refers to more than one person, i.e. plural subject and requires plural verb 

‘are’. However, one participant uses ‘is’ instead as shown in sentence no. 1. In sentence no. 2, 

the correct word should be ‘deals’. In sentence no. 3, ‘eat’ should be used rather than ‘are 

eating’. The word ‘sit’should be used rather than ‘sits’ in sentence no. 4. (Odumoh, 2001). 

1. A large number of students is S/VAgreementsick. 

2. We need to be careful because it dealingS/Vagreement with health. 
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3. The dirts always stick in the food that the students S/Vagreement are eating. 

4. It causes fights because there are no chairs to sitsS/VAgreement 

 

Sentence Construction 

Besides the above errors, participants also have problems in forming simple or 

complex sentences. A complete sentence should start with a subject and should be followed 

by a verb and an object or complete sentences. However, the participants demonstrate 

missing/wrong object, missing subject, and missing verb in their essays (Ororho, 2011). 

1. Secondly, the dirties on the kitchen area. The school workers doesn't care whether the flies 

on the food that is going to affect the students Vague 

Correct sentence: Secondly, the kitchen area is very dirty and can affect the students’ health 

but the workers don’t care about the cleanliness. 

2. The dirty plates are and we have no appetite to eat consequently. Many feel themselves the 

Students always feel sick. Vague Correct sentence: The plates are dirty and consequently, we 

do not have the appetite to eat. As a result, many students fall sick. 

3. Since the workers are not washing and sweeping properly the floor everyday the workers 

the dust and dirts will fly around and stick in the food that the student will eat. Vague 

Correct sentence: Since the workers are not washing and sweeping the floor properly 

everyday, the dust and dirt fly around everywhere and stick onto the food that the student 

eats. 

 

Conclusion 

The results of the study show that errors that participants committed were basically 

grammatical. The participants also had a relatively weak vocabulary and their sentences were 

sometimes incomprehensible. They committed errors in applying sentence structure rules in 

the English language. Hence, we can conclude that these participants have problems in 

acquiring normal grammatical rules in English. 

This study has shed light on the manner in which students internalize the rules of the 

L2. It further shows that EA can help the teachers to identify in a systematic manner the 

specific and common language problems students have, so that they can focus more attention 

on these types of errors. Such an insight into language learning problems is useful to teachers 

because it provides information on common trouble-spots in language learning which can be 

used in the preparation of effective teaching materials. Also, by being able to predict errors to 

a certain extent, teachers can be well-equipped to help students minimize or overcome their 

learning problems. 
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Abstract  
This study is to investigate Teachers Perception of Challenges to Effective Teaching and 

Learning of Home Economics in Federal College of Education Pankshin, Platea State. The 

paper was Descriptive research design. The population of the study was 3000 including staffs 

and students of the institution. Sample and Sampling Techniques for the study is one hundred 

and fifty (150) including the teachers and students in the institution. Method of Data 

Collection is questionnaires, one for the staff and the other for students themselves. The 

questionnaire was administered to teachers and students. Method of Data Analysis was the use 

descriptive statistics precisely percentage mean and standard deviation to answer all research 

questions. Findings of the study reveals the extent at which college authority contribute to 

challenges of effective teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education such 

as  poor infrastructure, inadequate equipment and poor planning, lack of qualified teachers and 

other human resources and apathy toward home economics education. The rejected question 

item was inadequate provision of instructional materials. Findings of the study also reveal how 

the curriculum issues pose challenges of effective teaching and learning of home economics in 

colleges of education such as implementation of the curriculum is expensive, lack of qualified 

teachers, time allocated for the course on the time table, curriculum needs to be reviewed and 

learning need are not always considered. Findings of the study among other things reveal the 

extent at which instructional materials constitute to the challenges of effective teaching and 

learning of home economics in colleges of education. The paper recommended that 

government should intensify its efforts at training more Home Economics teachers to fill the 

existing vacuum. School administrators should give priory to Home Economics like other 

subject as English and Mathematics The government should ensure to provide instructional 

materials in Home Economics, both in rural and urban areas of the State and Teachers of 

Home Economics should improvise instructional material when needed as it will facilitate 

teaching/learning process. 

 

Keywords: Teachers, Perception, Challenges, Effective, Teaching, Learning, 

Home Economics. 

 

Introduction 

    Home Economics is one of the vocational subjects taught in College of Education 

Pankshin and it is designed to provide sufficient practical skills to prepare learners for 

subsequent training or entry into the world of work (CDC, 2013). Okpala (2005) described 

Home Economics as a skill-oriented, decision-making subject, that equips learners with skills 

and knowledge which will help them to be self- employed and at the same time, contribute 

effectively to the socio-economic development of the family and society. Home economics 

offers multidisciplinary content and environment for students to apply and practice skills and 

knowledge from a variety of areas, in situations related to everyday life (Gamawa, 2015). 

Although it is multi-disciplinary, it does not teach a skill for the sake of that skill, it teaches 

for application, it teaches for informed decision-making in endless scenarios, it teaches 

https://projectchampionz.com.ng/tag/and/
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evaluative and critical thinking skills; it empowers individuals no matter what the context 

(International Federation for Home Economics, 2008; Pendegast, 2010. 

Although it is multi-disciplinary, it does not teach a skill for the sake of that skill, it 

teaches for application, it teaches for informed decision-making in endless scenarios, it 

teaches evaluative and critical thinking skills; it empowers individuals no matter what the 

context Hakansson, 2016 and (Gamawa, 2015). Home Economics is one of the vocational 

subjects taught in Nigerian Education system and it is designed to promote health in the home 

and society (Obanya 2004). Lemchi (2001) defined Home Economics as the study of the 

relationship of people and aspects of their environment such as clothing, housing and finance. 

Okpala (2005) described Home Economics as a skill-oriented, decision-making subject, that 

equips learners with skills and knowledge which will help them to be self- employed and at 

the same time, contribute effectively to the socioeconomic development of the family and 

society. Home Economics is taught at the junior secondary school level of the Nigerian 

education system under the Universal Basic Education programme, as an integrated subject, 

which comprises Food and Nutrition, Clothing and Textile, and Home Management. At the 

Colleges of Education level, Food and Nutrition, Clothing and Textile, and Home 

Management are taught as separate subjects.  

In order to help the various areas and skills in Home Economics and to prepare 

Nigerian students for self-reliance, self-employment and self-independence after school, the 

Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC, 2008) reviewed and 

reoriented its curriculum to have a broad scope that covers virtually all aspects of human 

daily living. According to the NERDC (2008), the reviewed upper basic Home Economics 

curriculum is built on the 9-year basic education philosophy that seeks to provide quality 

learning experiences and pay attention to the all-around development of the individuals. 

Among the aims of the curriculum is to provide students with changes in a technological, 

socio-economic and multi-cultural society, contemporary societal issues have been integrated 

in the curriculum more practical lesson are introduced, and lessons are organized in modules 

with specifications on a variety of instructional material including instructional technologies 

for teaching in secondary schools in Nigeria. However, it has been observed that there are 

many problems confronting the teaching and learning of Home Economics in Colleges o 

Education as revealed by many writers on problems of Home Economics in Nigeria. Some of 

them are lack of finance to buy needed textbooks, inadequate teachers, lack of well-equipped 

laboratories in schools, inappropriate and ineffective method of teaching, lack of control over 

the attitudes of students and teachers, poor management of schools and others which have 

contributed to low level of teaching Home Economics in Colleges o Education. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Since 2013, I have been an external examiner for Home Economics in several 

colleges of education both private and public. It has been observed that student teachers 

perform poorly in Home Economics courses. From the statistics obtained from the colleges 

there is generally high rate of poor performance in Home Economics especially in practical 

and skill oriented components.  It leaves one to wonder how the training is done in these 

colleges of Education. When student’s teachers perform poorly, the implication is that 

adequate teaching and learning has not taken place in the colleges. It is against this backdrop 
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that the study investigates Teachers Perception of Challenges of Effective Teaching and 

Learning of Home Economics in Federal College of Education Pankshin, Platea State. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The main purpose of this study is to investigate Teachers Perception of Challenges to 

Effective Teaching and Learning of Home Economics in Federal College of Education 

Pankshin, Platea State. , this study sought to: 

1. Find out the demographic characteristics of respondents in terms of qualification, sex 

and age? 

2. Examine how the college authority contributes to challenges to effective teaching and 

learning of Home Economics in colleges of education. 

3. Determine how curriculum issues pose challenges to effective teaching and learning 

of Home Economics. 

4. Examine the extent at which instructional materials constitute challenges to the 

effective teaching and learning Home Economics. 

5. Assess the extent to which students contribute to the challenges of effective teaching 

and learning of Home Economics. 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were formulated to guide the study: 

1. What are the demographic characteristics of respondents in terms of qualification, sex 

and age? 

2. To what extent do college authorities contribute to challenges of effective teaching 

and learning of Home Economics in colleges of education? 

3. How does the curriculum issue pose challenges to effective teaching and learning of 

home economics? 

4. To what extent do instructional materials constitute challenges to the teaching and 

learning Home Economics? 

5. To what extent to do students contribute to the challenges of teaching and learning of 

Home Economics? 

 

Research Hypotheses 

 The following hypotheses were formulated to guide the study. 

H1 There is no significant difference in Teachers Perception of Challenges of Effective 

Teaching and Learning of Home Economics in Federal College of Education Pankshin Platea 

State. 

H2 There is significant difference in Teachers Perception of Challenges of Effective 

Teaching and Learning of Home Economics in Federal College of Education Pankshin Platea 

State. 

 

Methodology 

Descriptive research design aims at collecting data and describing in a systematic 

manner the characteristic, features, or facts about a given population (Emaikwu, 2013). The 

area of study was Jos metropolis of Plateau State. Plateau State is the twelfth largest state of 

Teachers Perception of the Challenges of Effective Teaching and Learning of Home Economics 

in Federal College of Education Pankshin Platea State 
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Nigeria, and is located approximately in the center of the country. It is geographically unique 

in Nigeria because its boundaries surround the Jos Plateau, having the entire plateau in its 

central and northern part, with Jos as its capital city. Jos metropolis has one (1) Federal 

College of Education which is in Pankshin.  

The population of the study was 3000 including staffs and students of the institution. 

Sample and Sampling Techniques for the study is one hundred and fifty (150) including the 

teachers and students in the institution. 

Method of Data Collection is questionnaires, one for the staff and the other for 

students themselves. The questionnaire was administered to teachers and students. Method of 

Data Analysis was the use descriptive statistics precisely percentage mean and standard 

deviation to answer all research questions. 

 

Results  

Research question 1: To what extent do college authorities contribute to challenges of 

effective teaching and learning of Home Economics in colleges of education? 

 Items SA A D SD Mean  Decision 

point  

1 Poor infrastructure such as laboratory 

and classroom for learning 

105 41 3 1 3.85 Accepted  

2 Inadequate equipment and poor 

planning/ maintenance of facilities  

40 80 16 14 2.97 Accepted  

3 Lack of qualified teachers and human 

resources that can facilitate learning   

35 74 8 32 2.75 Accepted  

4 Inadequate provision of instructional 

material for teaching and learning  

21 60 40 29 2.49 Rejected  

5 Apathy toward home economic 

education due to misconception  

51 35 38 26 2.74 Accepted  

 Overall Mean      2.96 

(74.0%) 

 

 

The table presents the frequency and the mean of the respondents on the extent at 

which college authority contribute to challenges of effective teaching and learning of home 

economics in colleges of education. five question items were presented to the respondents in 

the study four (4) of the question were accepted which include poor infrastructure, inadequate 

equipment and poor planning, lack of qualified teachers and other human resources and 

apathy toward home economics education. the rejected question item was inadequate 

provision of instructional materials. the overall mean was 2.96 representing 74.0%. The result 

implies that the college authority contributes to the challenges of teaching and learning of 

home economics in colleges of education.  

Research question 2: How does the curriculum issue pose challenges to effective teaching 

and learning of home economics? 

 Item SA A D SD Mean  Decision 

point  

1 Implementation of the curriculum 70 33 35 12 3.07 Accepted  
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contents are very expensive  

2 Lack of qualified teachers to implement 

some specialized area in programme 

97 19 17 17 3.31 Accepted  

3 Time allocated for the course on the time 

table are inadequate  

52 31 37 30 2.78 Accepted  

4 Curriculum should be reviewed regularly 

to reflect current status in technological 

development  

20 91 23 16 2.70 Accepted  

5 The learning needs of the learners were 

not regularly considered in the 

curriculum development  

64 19 37 30 2.78 Accepted  

 Overall Mean     2.92   

 

The table presents the frequency and the mean of the respondents on how the 

curriculum issues poses challenges of effective teaching and learning of home economics in 

colleges of education. Five question items were presented to the respondents in the study all 

the question items were accepted, the accepted question items include implementation of the 

curriculum is expensive, lack of qualified teachers, time allocated for the course on the time 

table, curriculum needs to be reviewed and learning need are not always considered. The 

overall mean was 2.92 representing 73.0%. The result implies that the curriculum issues 

contribute to the challenges of teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of 

education.  

 

Research question 3: To what extent do instructional materials constitute challenges to the 

effective teaching and learning Home Economics? 

  SA A D SD Mean  Decision 

point  

1 Instructional materials are Insufficient 

for teaching and learning of home 

economics  

42 38 24 48 2.58 Accepted  

2 Utilization of some complex 

instructional materials are challenges 

to effective teaching and learning  

50 80 20  3.20 Accepted  

3 Lack of current and self-instructive 

learning material to update teaching 

and learning  

100 25 14 11 3.43 Accepted  

4 Poor maintenance of the instructional 

facilities by the relevant unit   

8 48 55 39 2.87 Accepted  

5 The expensive nature of the required 

instructional materials are problems to 

effective teaching and learning   

100 40 10  3.60 Accepted  

 Overall Mean      3.13 

(78.3%) 

 

 

Teachers Perception of the Challenges of Effective Teaching and Learning of Home Economics 

in Federal College of Education Pankshin Platea State 
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The table presents the frequency and the mean of the respondents on the extent at 

which instructional materials constitute to the challenges of effective teaching and learning of 

home economics in colleges of education. Five question items were presented to the 

respondents in the study and all the question items were accepted, the accepted question 

items include insufficient instructional materials, utilization of some complex instructional 

materials, lack of self-instructive instructional materials, poor maintenance of instructional 

material and expensive nature of the instructional materials. The overall mean was 3.13 

representing 78.3%. The result implies that the instructional materials constitute highly to the 

challenges of teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education.  

 

Research question 4: To what extents to do students contribute to the challenges of teaching 

and learning of Home Economics? 

 Items  SA A D SD Mean  Decision 

point  

1 Lack of interest in the teaching and 

learning the students  

6 36 85 23 2.17 Rejected  

2 Inadequate fund for purchasing of 

learning resources and practical  

19 91 20 22 2.73 Accepted  

3 Low feelings about the subject status 

among their peers 

54 63 24 9 3.08 Accepted  

4 Insufficient time to practice what is 

being thought  

24 94 13 19 2.82 Accepted  

5 Students lackadaisical approach to 

learning of the course  

50 88 24 7 3.08 Accepted  

 Overall mean      2.77 

(69.3%) 

 

 

The table presents the frequency and the mean of the respondents on the extent at 

which students contribute to the challenges of effective teaching and learning of home 

economics in colleges of education. Five question items were presented to the respondents in 

the study four of the question items were accepted. One question item was rejected which 

lack of interest in the subject by the students. The overall mean was 2.77 representing 69.3%. 

The result implies that students also contribute to challenges of teaching and learning of 

home economics in colleges of education.  

 

Research Hypotheses 

 The following hypotheses were formulated to be tested at 0.05 significance level. 

Hypothesis: There is no significant difference in Teachers Perception of Challenges of 

Effective Teaching and Learning of Home Economics in College of Education. 

Source Type III Sum of 

Squares 

Df Mean Square F Sig. 

Intercept 174.050 1 174.050 2229.624 .000 

Error .312 4 .078   

 Susan Eloyi Ochigbo and Kwaghga Beetseh 
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The table presents the result of the significant difference in the teachers’ perception of 

the challenges to effective teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education. 

The hypothesis was rejected since the p-value of 0.00 was less than 0.05 significance level. 

Therefore, it was concluded that there is significant difference in the teachers Perception of 

Challenges of Effective Teaching and Learning of Home Economics in College of Education. 

 

Discussion of the Findings 

Findings of the study reveals that the extent at which college authority contribute to 

challenges of effective teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education. 

five question items were presented to the respondents in the study four (4) of the question 

were accepted which include poor infrastructure, inadequate equipment and poor planning, 

lack of qualified teachers and other human resources and apathy toward home economics 

education. The rejected question item was inadequate provision of instructional materials. 

The overall mean was 2.96 representing 74.0%. The result implies that the college authority 

contributes to the challenges of teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of 

education. Findings of the study also reveal how the curriculum issues pose challenges of 

effective teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education. Five question 

items were presented to the respondents in the study all the question items were accepted, the 

accepted question items include implementation of the curriculum is expensive, lack of 

qualified teachers, time allocated for the course on the time table, curriculum needs to be 

reviewed and learning need are not always considered. The overall mean was 2.92 

representing 73.0%. The result implies that the curriculum issues contribute to the challenges 

of teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education. Findings of the study 

also reveal the extent at which instructional materials constitute to the challenges of effective 

teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education. Five question items were 

presented to the respondents in the study and all the question items were accepted, the 

accepted question items include insufficient instructional materials, utilization of some 

complex instructional materials, lack of self-instructive instructional materials, poor 

maintenance of instructional material and expensive nature of the instructional materials. The 

overall mean was 3.13 representing 78.3%. The result implies that the instructional materials 

constitute highly to the challenges of teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of 

education.  The findings of the paper showed the extent at which students contribute to the 

challenges of effective teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education. 

Five question items were presented to the respondents in the study four of the question items 

were accepted. One question item was rejected which lack of interest in the subject by the 

students. The overall mean was 2.77 representing 69.3%. The result implies that students also 

contribute to challenges of teaching and learning of home economics in colleges of education. 

This finding also agrees that of Chukwujekwu and Iyegbu (2019). Teachers’ Perception on 

Constraints of Effective Teaching and Learning of Home Economics in Secondary Schools in 

Delta State, Ololobou (2007). Challenges in teacher preparation efforts in colleges of 

education: The way forward and Mubaita and Kalimaposo (2016). Factors affecting teaching 

and learning of home economics in the integrated primary curriculum: a study of selected 

primary school in Lusaka province of Zambia  

Teachers Perception of the Challenges of Effective Teaching and Learning of Home Economics 

in Federal College of Education Pankshin Platea State 
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Conclusion 

The findings showed that Teachers of Home economics in the State is of the 

perception that Home Economics Teacher are difficult to due to priority school administrators 

give to the subject in schools. Some of the persons teaching the subject are not trained or 

qualified in the field which may lead to poor performance of students in the subject. The 

unavailability, expensive and unable to improvise instructional material by teachers for Home 

economics is another major constraint facing the subject in Federal College of Education 

Pankshin Platea State. These teaching and learning constraints are capable defeating the 

objective of teaching Home Economics in secondary school which is equipping students to be 

self reliant in the society. 

 

Recommendations  

1. The government should intensify its efforts at training more Home Economics 

teachers to fill the existing vacuum.  

2. School administrators should give priory to Home Economics like other subject as 

English and Mathematics.  

3. The government should ensure to provide instructional materials in Home Economics 

in the college.  

4. Teachers of Home Economics should improvise instructional material when needed as 

it will facilitate teaching/learning process. 
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